BRUSSELS-ANTWERP                  9

of these matters will diminish the fighting strength of
the Army. All wastage of man-power must be jealously
guarded against, as every possible rifle must be available
at the decisive moment of the operations. In our
present military situation, this is a matter of hard and
absolute necessity/'

Four points of tactical interest were also added
to these notes as worthy of attention. It was hoped
that instructions on these lines issued by corps com-
manders would tend to divert the overflowing and light-
hearted enthusiasm of the troops to a consideration of
the full seriousness of the days before them.

The first important Army Order was drafted during
the forty-nine-hour railway journey from Stettin to
Grevenbroich, and issued on the 10th August, after
arrival in the concentration area:

" The First Army will deploy on the extreme right
\0ng_pf the Armies. As soon as the assembly in the
concentration area is completed, the Army will be
closed towards Aix~la-Chapelle? and, avoiding Dutch
territory, will hold itself in readiness on the roads north
of Liege leading across the Meuse between Vise and
Herstal. The movement of the Army on Aix-la-Chapelle
and its passage across the Meuse must be carried out
rapidly. The concentration in a very narrow area
and the length of the columns during the advance will
need careful organization and preparation. Great
demands wi]l be made on the marching power of the
troops/'

This order was based on the following instructions
for the deployment issued by the Supreme Command
(Q.H.L,): "The main forces of the German Army
are to advance through Belgium and Luxemburg into